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May 7, 2010 

Dear Friend: 

As Mayor, two of my main focuses have been fiscal responsibility and growing our 
local economy.  Throughout the City’s operations, I have found ways to increase 
efficiency and cut costs. I have mandated reductions in energy consumption.  I have 
set a direction for building a sustainable economy in Cleveland by the year 2019 and I 
have worked to present Cleveland to the world as a good place to do business and to 
invest. 

My Administration has developed a wide range of initiatives and projects to meet 
these goals.  One project that is currently in progress serves as an ideal example of our 
efforts and represents a new business model for Cleveland – a new way of doing 
business and attracting investment.  I have proposed a 10-year contract with Sunpu-
Opto, an international company that creates LED lighting products.  In return, 
Sunpu-Opto will make substantial investments in our local economy by establishing a 
U.S. headquarters in Cleveland and creating jobs.  In addition, Sunpu-Opto’s products 
will help the City continue to reduce its consumption of electricity, utility costs and its 
carbon footprint.   

This contract is currently under consideration by Cleveland City Council.  Here are 
the terms of the deal: 
• Sunpu-Opto will establish its U.S. headquarters in Cleveland, including 

manufacturing, assembly, distribution, research and development and customer 
service, over the next five years.  

• Sunpu-Opto will create 350 green jobs in the City of Cleveland, with the hiring 
process to begin by the end of June 2010. 

• Sunpu-Opto’s Cleveland facility will support the local supply chain currently in 
business in northeast Ohio.  

• The City of Cleveland will purchase a variety of LED lighting, including 
incandescent bulb replacements, LED tubes for commercial buildings and LED 
street lights, directly from Sunpu-Opto at prices at or below those offered by any 
other LED supplier.   

• Sunpu-Opto will offer a full replacement warranty on all of its products 
purchased by the City of Cleveland. 
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• The City of Cleveland anticipates a 20% cost savings on its electric lighting bill by 
switching to Sunpu-Opto’s LED products.  

• The City of Cleveland will reduce its carbon footprint by an estimated 25,282 tons 
of CO2 emissions after installing Sunpu Opto LED streetlights. Additional carbon 
emission reductions will be realized by using their other LED products.  

• The City’s contract with Sunpu-Opto will allow Cleveland residents to purchase 
LED light bulbs for home use at the same price the City receives.  

The approach that my Administration is taking with this economic development 
opportunity is new and significantly changes the way we as a City do business.   

• Rather than rely on loans, grants and tax abatements to attract investment, the 
City is leveraging its purchasing power to attract investment, create jobs and 
build its tax base.   

• Rather than maintaining status quo with current technology, the City is 
positioning itself to become a world leader in advanced lighting technology both 
as an economic engine and a practical solution to the City’s budget constraints.   

• Rather than allow the trend of losing jobs to other regions, states and countries 
to continue, the City has developed a strategy that brings green jobs to 
Cleveland. 

• Rather than buying products that are made out of state and out of country, the 
City can buy products made in our City by local workers.  

With this proposed deal, the City of Cleveland is advancing a new business model – 
one that requires an investment in Cleveland in order to receive an investment from 
Cleveland.  With this deal, we are using 21st Century technology to help reduce a 
major expense to our budget, reduce our carbon footprint and to stimulate our local 
economy.  It is a good deal for Cleveland and it is a good deal for the region’s economy.   

If you have any questions regarding this economic development project, please visit 
the city’s website at www.cleveland-oh.gov for more information.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
Frank G. Jackson, Mayor 
City of Cleveland 


